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their child in school. Our children will be
“technologically literate”—and better pre-
pared for the high-tech, high-wage jobs of
the future. But we must also make sure that
teachers are as comfortable with a computer
as they are with the chalkboard. That is why
Congress should support my $800 million
educational technology initiative—including
more than $100 million to train teachers in
the latest technology.

By giving our children the skills they need
to succeed in the jobs of the future, we will
build a stronger nation for the 21st century.
| particularly want to thank Vice President
Gore, who has done so much to put the fu-
ture at the fingertips of our children.

Statement on the Proposed
“Education Accountability Act”

March 1, 1999

Today’s news of improvement in achieve-
ment for students in high-poverty schools is
welcome, but we must not rest until all stu-
dents meet the challenging standards we set
for them. That is why | urge Senators in both
parties not only to support this week’s vote
to put 100,000 new, well-prepared teachers
in the classroom but also to enact my “Edu-
cation Accountability Act.” This act will help
move our education system forward by en-
suring that States and school districts end so-
cial promotion, phase out the use of unquali-
fied teachers, turn around low-performing
schools, provide parents with report cards on
schools, and implement effective discipline
policies. While our education reform efforts
are clearly headed in the right direction, we
must take these important steps to close the
gap between students and increase the pace
of reform.

Proclamation 7169—Irish-American
Heritage Month, 1999
March 1, 1999

By the President of the United States
of America
A Proclamation

During the month of March each year, as
millions of Americans celebrate St. Patrick’s
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Day, we remember with special pride our
Irish heritage. We remember our ancestors
who stood on Ireland’s western shores,
yearning for the promise of America. Fleeing
famine and injustice, they longed for a new
world of opportunities. Millions of these cou-
rageous men and women set sail from Ire-
land, leaving behind all that they had ever
known to seek the promise of America. They
gave to their new homeland their strength
and spirit, sinew and determination, elo-
quence and wit. In return, America offered
them the opportunity for a better life, the
chance to rise above poverty and discrimina-
tion, and a future where they could live out
their dreams.

The Irish who came to America endured
many hardships, but they prospered and
helped to build our country with innumer-
able physical and intellectual contributions.
They gave us Presidents like Woodrow
Wilson, John Kennedy, and Ronald Reagan;
patriots like John Barry and Stephen Moylan,
who fought fiercely for American independ-
ence in the Revolutionary War; jurists like
Justice William Brennan, who championed
justice and equality; suffragists and social re-
formers like Maria McCreery; journalists,
peacekeepers, artists, playwrights, labor lead-
ers, and educators. These and so many other
Irish Americans seized the opportunity of
freedom America promised. From their
grand literary tradition to their deep religious
faith, Irish Americans and their descendants
have enriched every facet of American his-
tory.

But Irish-American Heritage Month is a
time to look to the future as well as to the
past. Today we rejoice at the promise of
peace in Northern Ireland and the resolve
of her people to approach their differences
not with weapons, but with words. While the
path to peace is rarely easy, it is by necessity
a community effort. Americans are a vital
part of the process in Northern Ireland by
virtue of our shared heritage and shared goal
of lasting peace and a better future for all
God’s children. By lending our hearts, minds,
and prayers to the work of peace, we can
best fulfill our obligation to the generations
of Irish men and women who have given so
much to our Nation’s life and history.



